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Synopsis

New York Times best seller Charlaine Harris returns to her Aurora Teagarden mystery series with a
fabulous new book featuring the small-town Southern librarian. Aurora Teagarden is basking in the
news of her pregnancy when disaster strikes her small Georgia town: four kids vanish from the
school soccer field in an afternoon. Aurora’s 15-year-old brother, Phillip, is one of them. Also gone
are two of his friends and an 11-year-old girl who was just hoping to get a ride home from soccer
practice. And then there’s an even worse discovery - at the kids’ last known destination, a dead
body. While the local police and sheriff's department comb the county for the missing kids and
interview everyone even remotely involved, Aurora and her new husband, true-crime writer Robin
Crusoe, begin their own investigation. Could the death and kidnappings have anything to do with a
group of bullies at the middle school? Is Phillip’s disappearance related to Aurora’s father’s
gambling debts? Or is Phillip himself, new to town and an unknown quantity, responsible for taking
the other children? But regardless of the reason, as the days go by, the most important questions
remain. Are the kids still alive? Who could be concealing them? Where could they be? With

Christmas approaching, Aurora is determined to find her brother - if he’s still alive.
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Customer Reviews

| loved this series and looked forward to reading the latest book. Unfortunately it was not as good as
the previous ones and | was quite disappointed. About halfway through | was bored and ready to

just put it away. Not sure what happened but the spark is gone!!



I’'m a huge fan of this series and everything that Mrs. Harris writes. However, while | adore Roe
Teagarden, this wasn’t the best offering. It seemed to drag in the beginning, the mystery was a bit
predictable, and it felt the the questions/observations from Roe were very repetitive. At one point |
was also taken completely out of the story by an inconsistency. On page 23, Roe tells how she
called her best friend Amina to share the news of her pregnancy. In that instance, Amina is thrilled,
begins to weep with joy, and says that she has lots of baby clothes she can share with Roe. But
then, on page 133, Amina is in town and Roe "breaks the news" to Amina of her pregnancy for the
first time...and Amina is both surprised and unhappy. This is not necessarily the author’s fault, as
she likely just forgot to remove the original line during revisions, but it's a wonder that the
professional editors and proofreader that worked on this book didn’t catch such a glaring

inconsistency. Overall, it was an enjoyable read, but | enjoy Harris’ other works better.

After reading bad reviews | was a bit worried about buying the book. Thankfully | did. Well written as
always, enough twist and turns to keep the pages flipping and a fun read. Yes, | had my suspicions
about the outcome but unless you are reading Agatha Christie that is going to be true and really, it is

a mark of a good writer to give all the clues.Looking forward to the next installment in the series.

| have been a fan of the Aurora Teagarden mysteries from the first book! So happy to have more!
They are of a kind rarely found now. They are not off color in word or action and the story line keeps

you reading. A little too much in-depth explaining of some details, but too good to let it bother me!

| am kind of angry that | bought this. | was expecting something good coming from a favorite author,

but this must be an old reworked story.
This was a good change from the other books. It was more personal as far as Aurora is concerned. |
lost a lot of sleep last night because | knew | would not be able to sleep if | didn’'t. Anyone who reads

Charlaine’s books will definitely enjoy this one.

Definitely my favorite of the Teagarden series. | enjoyed all of them, but this new installment is the

best. Read it!

Roe and Robin finally figure out where her brother and his friends are being held captive but they



don’t know why . They save the kids and deal with her dad and stepmother.
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